NEWS RELEASE







Contact:  Teri Wilson

(508-238-9138)
H.U.G.S. Raises Over $19,000 for

Easton’s Family Safety Programs


November 8, 2011, Easton, MA – On October 15th, H.U.G.S. (Help Us Get Safe) raised over $18,000. during its 13th annual “Walk for Family Safety.”  Proceeds from this community-based event help fund H.U.G.S.’ family safety programs, including:  violence awareness and prevention programs, after-school homework club, safety night educational programs for parents, confidential domestic violence services, and scholarship programs.


The H.U.G.S. walk was attended and/or sponsored by hundreds of Easton residents, businesses, and students who worked together to raise the funds necessary to support these important town-wide safety programs.  According to Denise Papagno, President of HUGS, “This year’s walk was a tremendous success, particularly in light of today’s struggling economy.  Not only did we raise critical operating funds, but it was clear that the residents of Easton appreciate, understand, and support these vital family safety programs.”


Under a beautiful fall sky, the walkers took a symbolic stroll through North Easton.  Walkers then participated in a wide range of activities including:  refreshments, raffle prize drawings, and a sobering view of HUG’s “Clothesline Project,” which details the devastating effects of domestic violence on its victims and their families.


In addition, trophies were awarded to the top three individuals and the top three teams who raised the most money.  These winners, along with all other participants, are applauded for their outstanding efforts on behalf of the Town of Easton and its residents who benefit from the safety programs HUGS offers.

Top Three Individuals

· Besty Hocking/Harriet Goldstein Award    
$1,061.

· Karen McSherry
$565.

· Debbie Wilson
$450.

                Top Three Teams.

· Easton Learning Adventures Preschool    $2,257.

· Easton National Jr. Honor Society   $1,999.
· St. Mark’s Church  $1,328.

The H.U.G.S. group would also like to extend its sincere appreciation to everyone involved in making the 13th annual walk such a huge success.  In addition to the hundreds of residents, students, and area businesses who participated, H.U.G.S. would also like to thank our sponsors:  Bath Fitter, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, Easton Learning Adventures Preschool, Easton Middle School PAC, Easton Lions Club, Easton Smiles/Dr.Herlihy, Emmy’s Hair Salon and Spa, Gear Loose Lapidary,Grounds Management Tree and Landscape, Law Office of Catherine W. Kligler, Law Office of Karen A. McSherry, Marcus, Errico, Emmer and Brooks, Attorneys at Law, Morse Insurance Agency, North Easton Savings Bank, Personal Best Karate, Professional Tool Grinding Company, Roche Bros. Supermarkets, Sheldon Yunes, DDS, SDI Diagnostics, Inc., Soups on Center, Spinal Imaging, Inc., and Vertec, Corp.


If you were unable to participate in the walk, but would still like to contribute, please send your tax-deductible contribution directly to H.U.G.S. at:  P.O. Box 43, N. Easton, MA  02356.  All donations are greatly appreciated.  For more information about H.U.G.S. and its many family safety services, please contact H.U.G.S. directly at 508-230-3309 or visit their website at www.eastonhugs.org
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